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THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
Founpep 1895. FourtaH Session. Year 1898-9. 


Members are requested to carefully read the announcements 
appearing on this page, as no further intimation of meetings and 
other arrangements will be sent out. 


SUMMER PROGRAMME, 18938. 

The visit to Windsor took place on a showery day— perhaps 
this, and not the fact that a Thursday had been selected, 
accounted for the comparative smallness of the party. Repre- 
sentatives of Kensington, Battersea, Shoreditch, and Ealing 
library staffs were present, and by the kindness of Mr. Holmes, 
the Queen's Librarian, special facilities were afforded to see the 
beautiful MS. treasures of the Castle. 

A larger number of members and some friends attended the 
visit to Twickenham on August 17th, when upwards of 30 
persons inspected the exhibition of Popeean and Walpolean litera- 
ture in the library, and a still larger number visited Pope’s Villa, 
by the kind permission of Mr, H. Labouchere, M.P. The grotto 
erected by Pope was illuminated, and the company were enter- 
tained to teaon the lawn by Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Maynard. 
Photographs of the party were taken by Mr. C. H. Waite,* and 
after a pleasant time on the riverside lawn and a stroll in the 
gardens, a special vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Maynard 
for the hearty welcome he had given the Association, and to Mr. 
and Mrs. Labouchere for their kind permission to meet at the 
house, on the motion of the Chairman, seconded by the Hon, 
Sec. 

The last item on the programme will take the form of a visit 
to St. Albans, on Wednesday, September 21st. Special arrange- 
ments are being made for railway tickets at a reduced rate, viz. 
2/1, and all members wishing to join this party should send their 
names in to the Hon Sec. before the 19th inst. Ladies are again 
especially invited, and it is hoped to repeat the success of the 
Hatficld excursion. 


* Copies may be had, price 1s. mounted ; 64. unmounted; on application to 


Ur. ©. H. Waite. Public Library, Ladbroke Grove, W 
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WINTER PROGRAMME. 

Arrangements are now being made for the lectures and 
meetings, October to June next, and the Committee will be glad 
to consider suggestions for lectures, discussions, and places of 
meeting. 

Girts to MemBers.-——-Through Mr. MacAlister, Mr. Melvil 
Dewey has presented a parcel of copies of ‘“ Library Hand- 
writing,” b ing Handbook as of the New York State Library 


School, ‘This little 24pp. pamphlet is practical and useful, and 
the copies will be distributed as applied for. 

Mr. MacAlister has also placed 20 copies of the new Librar: 
Bill at the disposal of members, and at an early date in th 


winter session a discussion will be held upon it. Applications 
for copies will be dealt with in rotation. 

The Exeeutive Committee of the second Internationa 
Conference have presented three copies of the proceedings, for 
use in the L.A.A. Library. 

The publications of the New York State Library School {per 
Mr. M. Dewey), and the numbers of the “ Rivista della Biblioteche”’ 
(per Dr. G. Biagi, editor) are now received as published, in 
exchange for ‘* The Library Assistant,” and are deposited wit 
‘“* Medical Libraries”? and ‘* Public Libraries” in the L.A. 


Library. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


It is easier to find errors in a catalogue than to make a 
catalogue without error: but two notes on the subject in the 
** Interlocutor”’ deserve reprinting. ‘From an _ auctioneer’s 
catalogue ‘ Binney’s : Is it possible to make the best of both worlds 
and five others.’ Curiosities of cataloguing * Mill on the Floss 
under ‘ Pugilism.’’” But the compiler of ‘The Reference 
Catalogue’ issued mainly for the use of booksellers has easily 
outdone these. In the index of the newly issued volume is the 
word ‘* Lead.” This is how the entry reads :— 

Lead, Copper. " t 
—— Metallurgy. 

Kindly Light (Newinan.) 
—-— Poisoning. 

An entry, in a recent Londou catalogue, of ‘‘ Booths in 
Darkest England ’’ makes one wonder in what darkest library 
the librarian learnt to eatalocue. A once much more econ 10D 
forin of mistake occurs in the sane volum :, the following bet 
the whole of the resp ctive entries :- 

CoMMERCE.—Rogers (J. E. T.) Industrial and ( 
mercial Industry of England, 1892. See also Industry 
Inpustry.—Rogers (J. E. T.) Industrial and Commercia! 


Industry of England, 1892. See also Commerce. 




















New MemBeErs.—At the last Committee meeting were 
elected :—Seniors: Messrs. C. R. Wright (Barrow-in-Furness), 
W. Jennings (Kensington), H. H. Connor (Enfield). Junior, 
Miss A. E. Price (Bristol). 


THE MACALISTER TESTIMONIAL FUND. 


Some time since, on the motion of the then chairman, the 
Committee of the L.A.A. decided to mark their: recognition and 
appreciation of Mr. MacAlister’s services on behalf of the junior 
members of the profession by raising a fund to present him with 
a small memento. Circulars were issued to members of the 
L.A.A., and a hearty response being made, the committee were 
enabled to purchase a handsome solid silver salver, on which 
was engraved the following inscription :—‘ Presented by the 
Library Assistants’ Association, to Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister, 
F.S.A., on his resignation of the Hon. Secretaryship of the 
Library Association, July, 1898.” A list of subscribers and 
@ balance-sheet is issued herewith to members of the 
Association. 

BOOKS, &c., RECELVED. 

Interlocut ec A magazine journal and organ for the Sale and 
Ashton-on-Mersey Public Library. Edited by F. Thornsby. 
No. 1, July, 1898. Price 1d. 

A brightly written monthly. which should be the means of increasiny 
interest in the educational work of Sale. There is a review of the “ Book of 
the Month,” and a list of recent additions, together with an illustration of 
Sale Old Hall, the residence of Sir W. H. Bailey. famous for its store of 
Montaigne literature. 

Report of a Meeting to Inaugura‘e Classes for the Technical Train 
ing of Librarians. Feb, 25, 1898. Library Association, 
Education Committee. Pp. xx. Price 3d. 

This is a useful record of the first session of the Technical Classes, 
giving, in addition to the Bishop of L mdon’s valuable address, the words of 
the other speakers, and the syllabus o: the classes. 

It will always be a monument of the herculean labours of the Education 
Committee, and of their Hon. Sec , Mr. H. D. Roberts, who has worked so un- 
ceasingly to procure the establishment of educational facilities for the 
profession, 

The [elation of Free Public Libraries to the Community. By 
Herbert Putnam, President A.L.A., in The North American 
Review. June, 1898. Pp. 660 to 672. 

Within these pages is condensed an exposition of the objects. soure 
and work of American libraries, a discussion of the fiction question, and 
the selection question, which will well repay careful study. 

Manual of Library Classification and Shelf Arrangement. By 
James D. Brown. Labrary Supply Company, 4, Ave Maria 
Liane, London, B.C. 1895, Pp. 160.) svo. ds. ii 
{t is gratifying to be able at last to welcome an English book on classifi- 

cation. As Mr. Brown says in his preface: * No Enevlish book on this subject 

has heen issued since Edwards dealt with classitications 

Memvirs vf Libraries in 1859," 





venerally in his 














The work is divided into two sections, one extending to p. 96, and being 
a review of classification schemes, ancient and modern, the other occupying 
pp. 97—160. and containing an exposition of the * Adjustable Classification,” 
which Mr. Brown has compiled principally on the basis of the Quinn-Brown 
Classification, which has been already adopted in some rate-supported 
libraries. Most of the known schemes are abstracted in Part I, their main 
headings being given, and one class or so being sub-divided in order to 
show the main points of the different methods. From a remark iu the pre- 
face it may be inferred that the author has not seen the “ Reference List on 
Classification ” which forms pp. 893-897 of Vol. I. of the Report of the 
United States Commissioner of Education for 1892-93. This report contains 
the papers read at the Chicago Library Conference, and although hidden in a 
Government Report is exceedingly valuable. Mr. Melvil Dewey was the 
editor. 

In Chap. IV. the schemes for the classification of books conjoined with 
shelf notations will probably produee matter for discussion. Shelf notation 
is the bugbear of the librarian, who has become partially convinced of the 
necessity for classification. The Cutter author numbers in the opinion of a 
good many people complicate the number too much, especially if to added a 
classification like Mr. Smith's (p. 80). Then again in using a numerical 
classification it certainly is dangerous to use ordinary figures if only separat- 
ed by a point. The simplest solution seems to be the placing of the book 
number (meaning thereby the number of the book in the class or section) 
below the class number. For instance, if using the Dewey numbers a work on 
Numismatics will be given the nuinber 737, and the first book on the shelves 
737 737 
l ) 


in that class will be marked , the next book on the subject will be 


and so on, This can only be adopted when a system of close classification is 
adopted. 

The second part of the work contains Mr. Brown’s Adjustable Classifi- 
cation which divides knowledge into eleven classes as follows : — 


A. Sciences. F. History and Geography. 

B. Useful Arts. G. Biography and Correspondence 
C. Fine and Recreative Arts. H. Language and Literature. 

PD. Social and Political Science, J. Poetry and Drama. 

E. Philosophy and Religion. K. Prose Fiction 


L. Miscellaneous. 
These main classes are sub-divided by the even numbers, allowing the odd 
numbers to remain for the addition of future subjects. The details are 
worked out at some length, and an index to the classification follows. 

In considering a scheme of classification it must be remembered that to 
the student any scheme is better than none. Further, that the “ Numerical 
in five main classes,” which represents the classification of so many of our 
libraries ro-day. is worse than nothing. Whether the classing is done on the 
shelves or m the catalogues matters little. so long as related subjects can be 
found toyether and the resources of the library on any topic are placed before 
the reader. Theretore, if we criticise the arrangemtnt of Mr. Brown's divisions, 
it is with an eve for the student. In class E it seems unwise to separate 
Theism 50, Atheism and Deism 52 from Agnosticism 436 ; Materialism 438 and 
Rationalism 410. Again the separation of Judaism, E. 390, from History : 
Modern Jews, F, 34 44, seems unfortunate ; the history of the race, especially 
in modern times, being bound up with the religious history. The placing of 
Ecclesiastical History in class F, History seems to us to show that partiality 
for form over subject, which is the breakdown of so many attempts at classi- 
fication. On pp. 95-96 a reference is made to National Classification, and we 
presume that the breaking up of Charch History into national divisions 
under class F is an attempt to carry out the proposal. We admit that the 
want of classification by countries is a difficulty, so much so, that at least 
one library with which we are all acquainted proposes to have one catalogue 
in which all the titles will be arranged under the country to which they 
relate, At the same time a subject classification ought to be strict, and as 






Ecclesiastical History or Scottish Church History are histories not of general 
topics but of ore topic. We think that the proper place for them is in 
Class E. 

There are many other points we should like to discuss if space permitted, 
such as the mixed notation which Mr. Brown has adopted, but the fear of the 
stern editor’s blue pencil forbids. 

As we said at first, we welcome Mr. Brown's contribution as the first 
English attempt at a serious discussion of classification, and as a handbook to 
the various methods it will have great value. Personally the fault we find 
with it, is that there is very little criticism of the systems, owing, we suppose, 
to want of space, and we cannot help thinking that if the space devoted to 
“The Adjustable Classification” had been used for this purpose, the book 
would have been much more valuable, and the issue of Mr. Brown's 
* Classification,” say a year hence, in separate form, might have gained 
considerably. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


BerHNaAL GREEN.—An important recommendation is made 
in the S.K.M. Committee Report, that the Branch Museum at 
Bethnal Green be handed over to the local authority. 

Bow.—A proposal has been made to build the Bow Library 
in the Roman Road on a site already in possession of the Vestry 
and partly used as baths. , 

Butawayo.—The new premises of the library were opened 
on 3lst March last, and consist of a handsome _ two-storied 
building. The reading-room is 7Oft. by 38ft., and the lending 
library consists of 1,386 volumes. 

Dumrries.—Mr. Carnegie has offered £10,000 to build a 
library, and Mr. and Miss McKie, of the Moat House, have 
offered a site if the Acts are adopted. 

E.pINBURGH.— Plans of the new branch at Stockbridge have 
appeared in the local press. Accommodation is provided for 
12,000 volumes. 

GuLovucesTeR.—Application has been made to apply the 
balance, £2,000, of the Raikes Memorial Fund to the cost of 
erecting the library. 

GUILDHALL, Lonpon.- The unique collection of Sir Thomas 
More books, portraits and manuscripts of the late Mr. Alfred 
Cock, Q.C., has been bought and presented to the library by some 
friends. 

HampstEap.—The Vestry has decided to buy sites for per- 
inanent libraries in the West End and Kilburn Wards. 

KrnsinGton.—An article appeared in the Times of August 
10th, dealing with the proposed administration of Lord 
Leighton’s House, which has been presented to the nation by 
his sisters, by the Library Commission. . 

Norwicn.-- In a disastrous fire which recently occurred, 
was destroyed almost the whole of the Norfolk and Norwich 
Library (60,090 vols.), founded in 1754.9 Mr. Davidson, the 
librarian, had, afier six years’ labour, just completed the 
cataiouue., 
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Otpxam.—lIn addition to the branch library, there are now 
five delivery stations at post-offices, &c., at work, to which the 
books are forwarded daily from the Central, the issuing being 
done by the local post-masters, ete. 

St. GrORGE-IN-THE-EAst.—A meeting was recently held at 
the residence of the Hon. W. F. D. Smith, M.P., in support of 
the funds for providing books and furniture. 

Sr. Pancras.—The poll is to take place on the 8th of 
October. 

Surron-1n-AsHFIELD.—The erection of a library, from the 
plans of Mr. J. F. Adlington, is being proceeded with. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


toBeRTS, Mr. F. Meaden, assistant, St. George, Hanover 
Square Public Library, and Chairman of the L.A.A., to be 
Librarian of St. George-in-the-East. 

Witicock, Mr. W. J., chief assistant, Birkenhead Library, 
to be Librarian of Peterborough. 

Wricut, Mr. C. W., of the Northampton Library, to be 
assistant librarian Barrow-in-Furness Public Library. 


WINTER PROGRAMME.—OPENING MERTING. 


The first meeting of the Fourth Session will take place in 
October next, probably at Burlington House, Piccadilly, W 
when Mr. Emery Walker will give an address, fully illustrated 
by lantern slides, on ‘“‘ Typography.” 


? 


Norice.---All communications as to the Library Assistants’ Asso- 
ciation, or as to this journal, should be addressed to 
the Hon. Secretary, Mr. B. L. Dyer, Public Library, 
Old Brompton Road, S.W. 

All matter for the October number should be sent 
in on or before the 15th September. 








